
Superintendent’s Message 

When my father-in-law, Jack, came to Waynesburg over 60 years ago—above all the 
places he could have chosen--he moved to our town in order to settle down and have a 
family. He persevered and created a pharmacy that served the community for two 
generations. My husband and I also settled here to raise our daughter because his dad 
provided a strong and ethical role model: a beacon of hope; a champion for those in 
need, a true community servant.   

As a school district resident for nearly thirty years I watched--as you did--our school 
system experienced the leadership styles of a variety of people. When I accepted the 
position and became the fourth superintendent within the last six years, I expected 
challenges and change.  

I did not know all my predecessors, but I respect the history of the past—the positive 
and the negative—because it encourages me to work diligently to develop and stabilize 
our district for our children. My sole intent is making our district the best it can be.  

In so doing, we must work together, set high expectations, exhibit perseverance and 
strive for excellence. Our children deserve no less. 

Because of the lessons I have learned as a community member, combined with my 
years of professional experience, I suspended my retirement to take this position. This 
is the value I place on the possibilities I believe exist here. Now, I call upon our school 
community to join me on this journey together: to model a strong work ethic, a persistent 
attitude of hope, and a belief that grit is a valuable attribute.  

I believe that if you rise you can excel. Rise above negativity; rise above doubts; rise 
above misperceptions and show our children exactly what it looks like to have hope and 
to reach for the stars.  

Sincerely and with hope, 

Dr. Helen K. McCracken 
Superintendent 
Central Greene School District 


